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Chung Updated on May 10, 2020 Mitchell Funk/Getty Images Social Psychology is a fascinating topic that has yielded a lot of research on how people behave in groups. In many cases, the results of several famous experiments contradict how you would expect people to operate in social
situations. Here are 10 things you need to know about social psychology: Other people's presence can have a strong impact on behavior. When a number of people witness something like an accident, the more people present, the less likely someone is to step forward to help. This is known
as a bystander effect people will be torthed and great efforts to comply with an authority figure. People will go to great, and sometimes dangerous, lengths to obey authority figures. In his famous obedience experiments, psychologist Stanley Milgram found that people would be willing to
provide an electric shock that could be fatal to another person when instructed by the subjects. Most people will cooperate with the group, even if they think the group is wrong. In Solomon Ashe's conformity experiments, people were asked to judge what was the longest of three lines. When
other members of the group chose the wrong line, participants were more likely to choose the same line. Situational variables can play a major role in our social behavior. In an experiment at Stanford Prison, psychologist Philip Zimbardo found that participants would take on the roles they
were given to the point that the experiment would be discontinued after just six days. Those who were put into prison officers' roles began abusing their power, while those in the role of prisoners became anxious and stressed. People usually look for things that confirm their existing beliefs
and ignore information Contradicts what they're already thinking. It's known as an expectation confirmation. This plays a major role in what is known as confirmation bias, a form of cognitive bias. This tendency to seek approval sometimes leads us to avoid information that challenges the
way we think about the world. When we classify information about social groups, we tend to exaggerate differences between groups and minimize differences within groups. That's part of the reason why stereotypes and prejudices exist. Our positions, or how we value different things,
including people, ideas and objects, can be explicit and deceiving. Explicit approaches are the ones we consciously create and that we are fully aware of. Implicit approaches, however, create and work unconsciously but still have a strong impact on our behavior. Our perceptions of other
people are often based on things like predictable roles, social norms and social classifications. Because we expect people who are in a particular role or part of a particular social group to behave in a certain way, our initial impressions of a person often rely on these mental shortcuts to
quickly judge how we expect people to behave. When we explain behavior, we tend to attribute our good fortune to internal factors and negative outcomes to external forces. However, when it comes to other people, we generally attribute their actions to internal characteristics. For example,
if we get a bad grade on paper, it's the teacher's fault; If a classmate gets a bad grade, it's because he didn't study hard enough. This tendency is known as player-watching tendency. In groups, people often go along with majority opinion rather than cause disruption. This phenomenon is
known as groupthrest thinking and tends to occur more frequently when members share a lot in common when the group is under pressure, or in the presence of a charismatic leader. Dive deeper into the world of social psychology to learn more about the many factors that influence our
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